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On Aug. 27, the third oxgyen-processing facility went into operation at the Chuquicamata mining
complex, the world's largest copper deposit. The event marked the end of toxic gas emissions.
Chuquicamata is located 1,250 km. north of Santiago, and 2,800 meters above sea level. The
anti-pollution facility collects oxygen from the air, converts it into liquid, and delivers the liquid
to blast furnaces, replacing petroleum and other fuels which caused air and water pollution.
Inhabitants of the nearby town of Chuquicamata (pop. 15,000), and the city of Calama (pop.
150,000), located on the banks of the Loa River, had long complained about respiratory illnesses
and other problems caused by pollution generated at Chuquicamata. Chuquicamata manager
Renzo Gasparini said the three oxygen processing plants at the mining complex will permit the
state-run copper company CODELCO to maintain output at 600,000 tons of fine copper per year
without risk to the environment. Chuquicamata accounts for 40% of Chilean copper production.
The third plant, which cost US$21 million, brings oxygen to 1,200 tons per day. Pollution reduction
efforts at Chuquicamata over the past 10 years cost CODELCO about US$300 million. Gasparini said
the company plans to spend another US$300 million by 2000 on additional anti-pollution projects.
On July 11, 1971, the government nationalized five copper mines which had been run by foreign
companies for 30 years. The mines are currently operated by CODELCO. (Source: Agence FrancePresse, 08/29/92)
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